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Economic crisis spurs action to protect programming; cut costs 
Williamsville’s Preliminary Budget, presented to the Board of Education in 

February and discussed during a public forum Tuesday night, sustains the current level 
of programming but does not fund any new initiatives for 2009-2010. In recent years, 
we have been able to augment successful programs and add initiatives aimed at 
enhancing opportunities for children. This year, however, our intent is to maintain the 
District's quality educational program while remaining mindful of the financial crisis 
and its effect on our residents. 

The school district has been proactive in identifying areas of savings wherever 
possible. We have cut ten percent in certain contractual and supply codes, amounting 
to an $859,403 budget reduction that will be carried over into next year. Because of a 
slight decline in enrollment projected for next year, we will be able to reduce the 
teaching staff by six full time equivalent positions for an estimated savings of 
$357,024 in salaries and benefits. Through our innovative partnership with the New 
York Power Authority, the District has begun implementing energy saving measures in 
all schools which, when fully operative, will save nearly $500,000 annually in energy 
costs.  

While the revenue picture remains uncertain, the Preliminary Budget includes 
the appropriation of some District reserve funds to make up for significant reductions 
in state aid and interest earnings. Governor Paterson’s budget proposal calls for an 
approximate $2.9 million net reduction in aid to Williamsville schools. Also, it is still 
unknown how the much-publicized federal stimulus dollars will be distributed to 
school districts and how that money can be used. As these funds will be temporary, 
we must plan carefully so as not to disadvantage the District when that money is no 
longer available.    

The District’s 2009-2010 Preliminary Budget calls for a 2.55% increase over the 
current year’s budget. The tax levy – the amount paid by property owners – is 
estimated to increase by 2.31 percent.  Because the Town of Amherst is returning to 
full assessed value, we cannot provide an exact tax rate at this time. What is certain, 
however, is that the 2009-2010 school tax rate will decrease substantially compared 
to the current year’s rate.  The proposed increase in the levy is expected to have a 
minimal impact on a homeowner’s school tax bill because of the lower rate. As in 
previous years, should the District’s revenue outlook improve, the property tax levy 
will decrease, reducing the tax burden on our residents beyond what is projected 
now.  

This is a difficult time for everyone. The Board of Education, the staff and I are 
working hard to balance the impact of the financial crisis on our community with what 



 

 

we know our community expects from our schools. We invite all residents to 
participate in the budget development process and provide feedback by attending our 
budget meetings. Another budget work session is scheduled for March 24. The Board is 
expected to approve a budget April 7, with a public hearing planned for May 7 and the 
budget vote on May 19. Also, information is available on the website at 
www.williamsvillek12.org. 

Thomas Maturski, Assistant Superintendent for Finance & Management Services, 
and I are available to answer questions and meet with any community groups 
interested in learning more about the budget. Please call the District Office at 626-
8000 if you have questions or would like to schedule a budget presentation for a 
particular group or organization. I thank you for your continued support of our 
schools. 

 


